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the people who need this assistance will get
it and by ensuring that the controversial and
extraneous provisions of the bill were
dropped. Anyone who has toured the flood-
ravaged areas of the Midwest, as I have,
knows that these needed funds will help put
America’s families and communities on the
road to recovery. Above all, today’s vote
shows that while we may not agree on every-
thing, we can still work together and move
forward on those crucial priorities that are
beyond dispute. I thank the Congress for its
willingness to do so, and I hope we can con-
tinue to work together in that spirit in the
weeks and months to come.

Statement on Signing Emergency
Supplemental Appropriations
Legislation

June 12, 1997

I am pleased to sign into law tonight the
disaster relief bill that Congress has just sent
to me.

This bill provides the desperately needed
resources for hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple who have suffered terribly from the
flooding and other natural disasters in the
Dakotas, Minnesota, California, and 29 other
States. It also includes the necessary funds
for the Department of Defense in connection
with our peacekeeping efforts in Bosnia and
Southwest Asia. It does not include the unac-
ceptable political provisions of the bill I ve-
toed that had nothing to do with the goal
of providing disaster relief.

When our people are in need, we Ameri-
cans come to their assistance as one nation.
I applaud the Congress for heeding my call
to remember that fundamental principle.

NOTE: H.R. 1871, 1997 Emergency Supplemental
Appropriations Act for Recovery from Natural
Disasters, and for Overseas Peacekeeping Efforts,
Including Those in Bosnia, approved June 12, was
assigned Public Law No. 105–18.

Proclamation 7010—Father’s Day,
1997
June 12, 1997

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Raising a child is a sacred mission, and the

man who welcomes this mission and em-
braces the obligations of fatherhood is some-
one who truly deserves our recognition and
gratitude. On Father’s Day, we honor all the
men across our country who have affirmed
the importance of parenthood by willingly as-
suming its important responsibilities.

The tight grasp of a newborn baby’s tiny
hand curled around his or her father’s finger
only hints at the strength of the bond that
will grow in all the seasons of life between
father and child. Caring fathers are not con-
tent to merely safeguard their children’s
physical well-being, but also seek to foster
their spiritual and moral growth, and pass on
their most cherished values. Mentor, teacher,
coach, friend, and hero, a father gives his son
or daughter all that his mind, his hands, and
his heart can provide. No work is too hard,
no sacrifice is too great if doing so will
strengthen, protect, nurture, and instill joy
in his child.

Fathers teach their children to take pride
in themselves and their work, to assume re-
sponsibility for their lives and character, and
to understand the rewards of sharing with
others. Most important, fathers—whether bi-
ological, adoptive, or foster—offer the
strong, steady current of love that sustains
their sons and daughters through the good
times and bad times that all of us face.

Our Nation is blessed that so many Ameri-
cans cherish the role of fatherhood in our
families, for fathers add a crucial stability and
strength to our lives. On Father’s Day, let
us honor and give thanks to these men who
share with their children not only the pre-
cious gifts of life and love, but also their time,
attention, and the kind of caring concern that
lasts a lifetime.
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